
Abacas Netball Club - Netball & Prosecco Evening 2017  

 

On Wednesday 29th March 2017, Abacas Netball Club in Corby, Northamptonshire organised a 

“Netball and Prosecco Evening” to support Women in Sport & England Netball’s Partner Charity, 

Cancer Research UK. The evening was held at Lodge Park Sports Centre and we would like to thank 

everyone at the centre for allowing us to host it here.  

 

The idea for the event was inspired by a Club Matters (http://www.sportenglandclubmatters.com/) 

“Club Experience” Workshop hosted in Loughborough. Following the workshop, the team thought 

really hard about the ways in which they could grow the club while keeping their club ethos at the 

very heart of it. Aaaanddddd, that club ethos is very much a social one; incorporating a warm and 

welcoming environment for new players, allowing them to develop at whatever pace they wish to, 

but having a having a great time on and off the court while doing so!  

Regular training takes place on a Wednesday evening which allowed the club to support 

#WomenSportWeds for Women in Sport which is all about celebrating women’s and girl’s sport by 

getting together and getting active with friends, colleagues or teammates in any way that you like! 

Abacas were able to raise much need funds for the national charity, transforming sport for the benefit 

of every woman and girl within the UK.   

 

The evening began with registration of both players and spectators. Once everyone was signed in, it 

was straight over to the stand where everyone was able to try on their highly sought after t-shirts 

which were kindly sponsored by a local Corby business, Longbrook Property Care 

(https://www.facebook.com/Longbrookconstruction/). Our t-shirt logo was designed by the 

http://www.sportenglandclubmatters.com/
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incredible Scanlan Scribble Sports (https://www.instagram.com/scanlanscribblesports/) to whom we 

are very grateful for their support as well.  

 

With 27 players (and two injured regulars), 3 coaches and 10 spectators it was soon time for some 

netball! Following a briefing from Abacas coaches, Kelly and Debbie, and a group photograph, the 

ladies were soon put through their paces with a dynamic warm up before heading into three groups 

for some ball skills. Abacas regulars paired with those that were new to the club ensuring that 

everyone felt relaxed moving forward. Those that hadn’t played since school felt that skills were 

quickly coming back to them and after rotating around the three set activities set, they were soon 

itching to get their bibs on for some match play!  
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The matches flew by with plenty of competitive streaks appearing from all angles! End to end netball 

with successful shots meant that the ladies definitely deserved the glass of prosecco and slice of cake 

that was awaiting them upstairs! Thank you to Lodge Park for donating the prosecco, I think it is safe 

to say it was gone in a flash, there were some thirsty ladies out there! The home baked cakes were 

also a hit and we feel that our GS Sam has proven that we can brand absolutely anything… Abacas 

cakes it is!  

 

Our raffle was up next with some great prizes on offer, a huge thank you to the local businesses, 

Phoenix and Abacas for these. The highlight of the evening was the Loughborough Lightning ball which 

Michelle was not letting go of! 



 

We raised a magnificent £240 for Women in Sport and £104 for Cancer Research UK. Thank you to 

everyone involved for making it happen. Our biggest thank you is of course to the ladies that joined 

us on the night, and we hope to be seeing you back at the club again soon!  

 

We hope that we have showcased the influence of socialising to encourage greater female 

participation in sport! THIS. ABACAS. GIRL. CAN! 

If you would like to see a video from our fun evening, please visit: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NJk2jO0dqIA&feature=youtu.be  
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